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February 20, 2020 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 

The Washington State Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) recently released its 

2019 projected judicial needs estimates for all Superior Courts in the State of Washington.  

Needs projections or estimates are based on the previous five years of data for the number 

of total judicial officers and case resolutions as detailed in the AOC needs estimate.   To 

review the report, please visit the following link: http://www.courts.wa.gov/. 

 

Cowlitz County Superior Court currently has 5 elected Superior Court Judges and a part-

time court commissioner.  The court also utilizes a number of fill-in court 

commissioners/pro tem judicial officers to cover various dockets and workload in the 

absence of a regular judicial officer.  The current judicial needs estimates as published by 

the Administrative Office of the Courts indicates that Cowlitz County Superior Court is 

estimated to need 7.16 judicial officers which is significantly above current judicial levels.   

 

“Workload continues to increase while judicial staffing and other resources such as 

adequate courtroom space and jury rooms continues to be below what is needed and 

acceptable.  This has resulted in significant backlogs in domestic and civil cases.  Children 

involved in divorce cases are waiting longer than they should for resolution to their 

parent’s cases.  Children need stability, and that can be aided by timely resolution of their 

case.  Judges and court administrative staff are working to find solutions to this problem.  

At the end of the day, our goal is to provide all litigants and court users timely resolution 

to their cases.  Justice delayed is truly justice denied”, said Judge Bashor, Cowlitz County 

Superior Court Presiding Judge.   

 

 

For More Information Contact: 

Chad Connors, Court Administrator 

(360) 577-3085 

ConnorsC@co.cowlitz.wa.us 

 
 

JUDGES 
 

Gary B. Bashor, Presiding 
Michael H. Evans 
Stephen M. Warning 
Marilyn K. Haan 
Patricia M. Fassett 
 
 

COURT 
COMMISSIONER  
 

Tierra A. Busby 
 
 

COURT 
ADMINISTRATOR 
 

Chadwick M. Connors 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
DEPUTIES 
 

Danyel M. Paul, Lead 
Leah D. Iverson 
Michelle L. Honey 
Bre Braaten 
Emily A. Harvey 
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